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I\bnrm"atwn of Dr. Ullh"lm HOI"I‘TL~ OWTTL'S Reactwn to the Arrest of VERBER
and P) Juﬂ . .

1, P'u'mvo of .this Report,  The purpose of the present repert is to rccord

tha reaction of br, wilhelm HOETTL and his immodiate cronics to the news that

Otto ViZ2ZR and Kurt PONUER had been arrested topether with three other persons
for espionago on behalf of the Soviet Union against the United States. HOETTL'S
reaction is docwiented in corréspondence between himself and his cronies which
. was impoundod: in.a search of his quarters and office conducted. on 25 March 1953.
The vpossibility ‘'should be borne in wind.that HORTTL deliberately left this corroow
pondence for ns to capturo in the hopes that the correspondence would establish
.hds innocence of: ir\phcahon in Soviet esplonage, * It is also possible that the
pnt,.nc coxrcspondenoc was fahricntcd to tn].s -end, - o o ' .

SRS Tﬁuter HOE”I"I‘L 10 MA%‘I‘, 16 Januarv 1953. In a let”~ . dat,cd 16 .}gpuary :

. 1953 of which we possess a ‘carbon copy HOFITL , wrote to aron. I‘einnch von MAST. .
The first two and'a half rages of his letter, which bepitig¥n’ ("pman "¢ ai"‘ﬁar’ry"
concerns itgelf with other matters, These include the possibility of HORTTL!s -
being hivad by Art Gehlen, the business of ‘the Nibelunger Verlag, the es ionage .

. “activities of Theodor von ALRERT, etc. ’I'he relcvant passage can be translated

ag. fo].lows-- -

‘ "what do: you say ‘about the odd espmnape affair in Vlema? The |
oddest thing about it is that I.actually have known these paoplo for
years. I mmt therefora be .a Soviot Agentl Jo)c.mg asid 58111 can't
nderstand, ‘Why did these onple Tiever -approach:me? Only because of my:
L 'absoluf,é]y hostile attitude: towards the East? ‘But if they had been smart
Cthey would certain]y have been able to- approach me ‘from’ sorne other; direé~
’ gﬁt is, as riembers of the’ Amﬂri.can Intelh{vence ‘Service and thus
“have’ been able to.-set up. an anti-Russia.n net in order later -.’ "
- it The hatter is: qu;v.te ‘obgcure’ to me- esppcia‘l:l;r this. funny '
connection to a Consul’in Washington ¥hen:these ‘people wore sitting the o
' Whole fime ‘here, Wy were they not sent to' the United. States, which::
o woald ba. the obnous Opportum.ty to. have fomer intelligence ofi‘icers
. over thore, | And cortainly ‘such’ intelh.gence oﬁ‘icers could ‘also be
: "r"activated trere.‘ Lvery'thmg is .most’ curious. If ‘the, Russian Intelli-' -
"'.._gonce ;ervice is not more competent than this then I should be very happye
“(In any ‘case, T am- puzzled that I never noticed anything ahout them which
owas indfcatives T certainly got ‘the impres sion that they might be working
_ce tut when I heard thn sus-

BER'l‘o liis Salvburf, friend is

"(*mmhbor note- Theo' : ' B
I cox?la n" ETIieve it and made‘a state- :

w pol'icemn nnmed oh

1‘.«Israelis.) "I certainly hope ‘that, I won't’ -got. draim into- this matter ‘because

“there - would-ba a. good deal of fun: for certain pecple. In any.‘case; itowould.
b a good. th.ing if iy, correspbndonce were ‘discovered ‘singe: the . cormspondence
'1t,,clea.r that I dealt with these people only ¢onceming photogrhphs Ll




and- concérning ‘the arrancement of export licenses, (That would be:an'
exniapation of the [lact thal nothing haprened to thesc licenses, 'In any
‘case one would have to.check this up ir Scandinavia, The two brothers
ftraralator rote: VERRER and PONGER) would certainly have no interest
in arranpinz to increase the circulation of an anti-lussian book) Please
~ve ne vour advice on this whole matter, particulerly as to what I should
do noy, Is there any point in my reporting now what I know? I certainly
¥now nothiny of rrofessional intercst and then ons micht think that Qud
Stixcusa, S'Accuse, ‘hny certainly. will hardly stumble across my nama,
since a search of tnc house and the ofl'ice in the Lth District is. out of
© tho quistion,. Un the other hand, T would certainly like to assist in.
“¢leariny up the chse if the people are really guilty., (A certain feoling -
~of rovenpo exists here on my part becauso I was taken in.) In toto this is

_,n vary stranre mntbcr.

: A lmt.nr‘ !Kﬂf‘. 'l‘L “to von. Atnu"!‘!' 16 Jtm\mm’ 195?. A carhon copv of a’ 1otter,

d.ttod 16 T'nu 'y 1953 Trom, lu x"lL Yo ‘l‘heodor vnn M.x‘I"hT roads in part ag wllowm_ '

"mnt do vou ay about tho new asmona 10 casc in Vicnna? An odd otory.
As you 'a]roady know I know: thege brothers and considered it out of tha
- queation that they . could ‘be. Saviot arents, If A, (translator note:.  Johannm:
. ANOFRFR, s sub-aront of von ALPEIT, who works in the udI?‘mI‘[’ Pollce) has
- , ; _ "am &t his disposal, but I would prefor not to.
' br' nanod as a sourvo sinco I do not partiecnlarly wish to be krown as an -
acquaintance: of quch people,. I.should be most inte rc"ted to Inow what is
" at .the bottom: of the -case, - ‘¥hy,_ .for. example, did these. people never make- :
.any. a'tmpb 40 recruit. me? . I.can only explam it. to myself by: supposing
' that it wan clear to them- that Becausa. of ‘my clear: ideolopical oricntaf.ton
" nothing was.to :be gained, But on:the other hand, they may have "attompted :
" 'to nake -some :s0rt_of. play in- order to' learn my connectibns. .'T had really
7 trugted them.since I could not believe that 0SS officers conld -be Sovied:
‘It"is a point apainst their profensional competence. if: the. whole"

L ?i_‘aacnts.'.
.., story is rélevant, .
”-..tion and w:Lll take ‘a porsOnal interest m 1t. o Sy

o '-!.. A Lotiot vori . ALRERT %o um' 17 Januarv 1953. An orlginal let.ber
: datod 17 Tnuary 1)53 sipned 7 Iheo“ read.. in T»art a8 follows' g N

'”l‘he story about Kurt P. 1s most mnusmc. The arreat occurrcd m part
-bdcause of ‘certain ini‘ormatlon which was gathered by A, (translator notes -

 ANGERER) (partly through me and partly through you,) . Therefore, our-
. JWFEhar conversation had best.be oral, I request to know everything: that
you know about the caae booause T shall certainly lea.m -a good deal more - .
. mysolf. S ST . D

o L ‘:~';5. )
first letter is. coniminod ina Tetler dated 19 January 1953 of which'we, possess

- the éripinal aigred "Harry." [This: letter. 18 five’ ‘pages long and MAS'I‘ devntea
appmximabely one: page to” the PONGEH cage early in the letter: R

In"any case, I.will be thankful to. As for any informa- ‘

I,e'tter I'ASI' to "OFTTL 19 Januaw 1953-, MAST'S aniswer. bo I{ODTTL'B el




IR IS

. "To eget started right away in the P, case, In this matter I have the
opinicn that it is not wise in such a case to act prematurely, Espccially
sinee, if they have found the' correspondence which I would approve of,

“the basic harmlessness of the affair is clear, The main question, in any

avent, 1s how you came to know these people, FEither this question is

-elear from the correspondence or you have some other plausible explanation,
" More unpleasant 18 the affair in Salzburg, since it is not known whence

the good A (translator note: Pl(‘F‘RERz got these names and whether our
friends in Gmunden = B =~ know more or knew more about this case, (Transw

lator note: Identity of the friends in Gmunden is unlcnown, and ‘HUETTL

.~ ‘rerpatedly denied knowing this identity, MAST is being interrogated on
" this. point,) - If so, then’ -enormous falsehoods could be perpetrated, ' To-
. me it is sti1l not entirely clear whether.thess peopls did not act under '
"instmecticns in order not only to get'a III-F-Play (branslator note- .GIS
© terminology for ‘double ‘agent activity) golmg but also in order to- establish:
genuine ‘collaborators of ‘the MVD in American circles, ' It secms rather

strange to me that the people.should suddenly have been taken to the

-United States, since cortainly CIC in Vienna has a safe confincment place
' _‘where interrogations could be. conducted, and which in any event ‘would-
- provice for better: interrogations, since they would be on the spot rather

than separated by a great distance, Aside from that, it is quite obvious
that in Vienna there are the same means of interrogation as would be avail~-

‘able-in America.” It is therefore most important to learn as soon-as

pos«rlble what is kmown in. Salzburg ‘about thé case and what is being said.
For- this mission . tlie .assigrment of Carlo: (translator: nates: Karl HAAS,. as

- admitted by HOETTL) wonld be the -safest, and presumably it would be easy
for you:to write 'him yourself, I personally hope that. you stil]. retain’ - -
" .copies of the: correspondence conceming this-.case, which in: any ‘event w1l
be necessary in drder to substantiate an oral - epranatxon. “Tn. any. event, ,.,'j: g
' vour pame is. probab].y not, known ‘in Sa&zburg and ‘would not come .into the:
" “case unless the people in the United States (translator notes - PONGER and
) Vwm!L.R) snou.ld be asked 'questions concerninrg their. entire circle of - -

acquaintances, In this event, it is to. be assumed with 90,«. certainty

‘-‘that you name will come up-but when, 'ds is to be expec'wd, tho people are

piven a truth scrum, - they can hardly say anything. except the truth, . What .
kind of photographs did you get from them and what did they got.from-you?

For in this matter it seems to me possible thére mi,:',ht be a “eritical point :
Cdn- the minds of the Amon.cans, particularly t.he way Americans think. weoo

Noto; The Jettor continues under a dateline of. 22 January 1953*

wIn. the interval eventa have occurred which have pcstnoned tha urgency B

.".-of'this matter, ‘sincd now, ag is'apparent from the ‘newspapers,. the 'prosecus
“tion-has Tormilly. indicted the ‘two defendants and the trial is- ‘scheduled . .

to. bagin'on 3 March,. - From the EurOpean point o:t‘ view this would méan that

: the investigation has ‘besri.concluded, .In any case, however, I: still hold -
to my opinion that. for the tirna being you ahould do nothing. DRI E
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- 6, Lotter HOETTL to MAST, 23 January 1953, We have a carbon of a lectter
‘ to MAST from HOETTL which is dafed 23 January 1953, The first page of the letter
concerns itself" with the VERDBER-PONUER case, » .

"rhny hhankq for your fine communication of the 19th January which as
T told.vou by telepgram only came yesterday, I say this only to clarﬁ‘y
this one point, . Now.let me talk about single points on which I wish to go
along with your scheme. In the case of P, I apgrece with yon comn]etely and
.certainly do. not. wish to mfom any of A's (translator note: . )
- people as 1on? as the-invastigation . is sti11° in propress.““}lowever, have
- discovered a good solution ~In a completely private -and personal way I~ . -
have informed my SCUNEIDER fricnd of ‘this matter (translator note: SC‘HNE.IDER
. 1s a welleknown: covor name of Gehlen) and he askidTme to five him a complete
written. report concerning my acquaintance which would be held until I speci= .
fical.‘ly gave. him the. permission to use it, If I should get into any sort -
" of difficultias, I ‘therefore could at any time: state that I had given my
Anformation to a reputable fimm, This idea is’ ‘undonbtedly " good in itself
and quite apart from the fact that these brothers also ¢an read the thing
(translator note: . In this case, "brothers" appears.torefeor to Amt. Gehlen) .
bub Wil not be able to use it because it would be perfectly clear whance
- 1% came, This solution is undoubtedly chosen: by SCHNEIDFR not only out
'of kindness but also’from completely egotistical motives, for was rot an - -
. -inbimate. of PON‘ER one.of the leading SCHNEIDER people? T once told: you
. " of, this.ran; .a former Colonel K. (translator note: Wilhelm KRICHRAUM)¢ °
- .any event, it is: certain that, not mich will Grcome : penerally known; for
- the' corrc.,pondence is.located :in the. Uth Bistrict and’ is ‘therefore not .. |
- available, My copiss are at hand and also the answers; the matter concems
-itself .with photographs and the last picture of Hitler, also numeraus. .
- touchnd-up photographs :for my book. (c:marn ; ete,) and also it concerns .
pictures which' I bought from P,, especially.those from the days of ‘the
AT ~ Yabsburg uonarcl\y, but also pictures of Hitler, Himmler, ete,, all for
ot ’ ' - my new book,  There: also exists.a considerable exchange of letters con-
-cerning a- Swedi«h -edition and possibly there may be- something of .‘this also
at the, office of ‘the press which.you might look ‘up if you have time, ' The. . =
whole matter. is- therefore as clear as day and I do not bolisve that there
- 'will-be ary.troublé ‘in Salrburg, although I certamlv do hot. know_whether :
. A (translawr note: ANCERFR) knows that the statements conCerning Po -
" tone Trom me, . I must ask Theo. (translator note: Théodor von ALBEKT) -
" shom T'am seoing this morning in"Salzburg,. ~(Dr, ROE, is. oomj.ng) (trana- :
S :.»_jlator niotes  HOETTL states this is a Dr. ROEDER). The comectiomm o
. SCTNEIDER friend in the affair is very interesting, :although I naturally o
i+ dg not, know whether- the .connection is.purely personal. or. professi.onal.
 Heibslieves that thers: is’ something peciliar in-thé cass. and.that. perhaps
oAb s intended ‘to’ draw the case ‘oiit t0 absurd lengths in.order to: show'
- that. thése Jews: were persécuted although they were, innceent} - _The. thoorv
“has soma marit and is supported by the tremendous haste and the: tran sfox
to the United States, In any case, it is very unlikely that .a. man who
aince 1947 has lived in Vienna and since 194L has been in Europe and in
. {
|
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the meantime presumably never in the United States could conspire with a
* Fussian in Washiniton, when in Vicnna he only ‘has to go around the corner
to neat the MVD, The situation does not ring true, T am extremely
enrions to find out what will come of the casa, Any further.information
that I have on this case I will give you orally, '

7, lioEmnte Moot to Hupert MMDL, As he explalned to MAST in the foro-
polny lther, HORTTE, rave to wupert . A\’DT., a represontative of Amt Gehlen, a
writtn.l report of 'his association with Kurt PONGFR, .- te haye the oripinal. of
" this.veport from'Anmt Gohlen and among the.vapers impounded in HOETTL's home .
.were threo carbon: copies af the reoart HOETTL. was unable to explain why' he

' made so rany. copies but. stated that it must,. have been an error of some- 8orb,

" sinca normally he-nakes only one or two.copies of any origina.l corrcspondence.

A travxslntmn of hOETI‘L's wrttben tatenent, to MANDL follows:

"y Acquaintancé tn.th Curt PONGFR.

; "Durinp my stav at Nurnberg where T was & witness and was confined in
the court building I became acquainted with DON(:FR., This was in the year
1946, At that time PONGYR and avparently also VFRRER were active with ‘the
~ prowcutmn in the trial against membars of the SS FEconomic and Adminise=
trativo Offlm., and had at thls timo hothing to do with mo sincn I was a
.witnoss dn the trial apainst. major war cviminals, as woll'as’in’ the o= .
~ . eallad Willnlmatrasse 'I‘rlal. PONMR, hownver, wad fraguently in my’ vicinity~
- durlpry: 1ntorro(:\t.ionw ag Wasnot. uhcomnon in. Num‘\or?. Ho: mado a plnasmt R
‘-"_"'_lmrosalon on’jme- at. that. time- since he always handlod. himelf ‘in a humane.
- and; thorous \]y oourbuouq mavner in:con t.rmt to -many - othar of ‘the iutorro-

- ('ntors.

_ "Almut u[‘l’.lm' 19!18 POV(J’P camo’ to- Alt AMugsaon. 1n ordor to roqumt mo
to come oncy morae Lo Nurnlmrr to make a stnt,omnnt. ‘At thah timo I had
-Just boen releasod from: confinement and naturally did not wish to return-
‘to Nurnborg, and so0 ‘I was hanpy that PONLER - actually nigsed mo in Aussdoe

-(I.happened to be in Salzburg that day.) Several weeks later, howaver, -

PCHCLT came again and made so urgont a matter of my coming to Nurnberg .

‘that I had to pive in, although I was living in the U,S, Zone. of Austria.

"l-ol’lown;- POR(ER's-ndvico I reported to a Mr, BROMUERG who had his ot‘fice

" in the Landesgericht in Salaburg and who wasn rospnnsible for issuinf' o

‘vtr.uol peradts, Wion I digeoverad thnf. BIROMBERG dld not comidr'r tho

“sitwation aa i.mporbnnt, or A3 prns'dn[v as. POme, I ayain adnpted my dolay-
: ﬂtnb tactics and.actually sucecsdid to the extent: that in the moantime. the
cArial wont ahrad without: me,: ‘At that timo, ‘thoret‘oro, T did not goto - .-

- 7 Nurnberg, unlike -another witnass from Alt"Aussee: whom PONGER had-‘also

.- ¢ approachad, . . This wng the” fot"ner Estonian Provincial Diroctor ‘and Ministcr

© . Preaident during the. Germai regime in the Baltic, Dri MAE, who also lived . -

in ALt Aussoe, MAE, like myself,.is a writer with & strong antiwCommuiist -~

" “bias who has a very. good. reputation in ‘the Estonian’ Enugration. ‘For some

timo he has been writing under the’ pseudonym Polonins a rather important
anti=Bolshevik brochure-called "No Fear of Soviet Russia.

. /' ]
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" edition of

" mada,

‘.amountnd to 2 % comisd

. At this time I had already begun worklnp on my book.Die Gecheime Front
and told POM3MK about it, He was very intsrested and stnwd that he also

vbr*lor"ed to the intelligence trade,. (He described himself as a former

Captain in 0SS). PONUER promised me to try to arranpe a foreign lanpuape

the book in the United States and in other foreign countriecs in
which he allogedly had ;vood connections, When my book appeared in 1950, .

I sent a copy to PONCER with a’ query concerning the promlqe that -ho. had.
PONCER replmd that iy “book might well appear in ‘the reputable:

.An ‘this conhection per.,onal negotiations with
ORRECHT, "'PONGER gat for this a conesssion which

n of the sale price, In the United States and in
Swcden where PONGER partlcu.larly attempted to get a foreign editien, he had
no suceess, PONGER also attempted with no success to arrange the publica- '

Swiss Firm Fmopa and beg
the owmer o T the firm ”)

'bion of articles on hisbonoal and- polifical subjects,

"Po':evnr, it became apnarent at thls time (my articles had to appear
with illus trations) that PONGER possessed a large collection of photegraphs
whi.ch included ‘historical and’ contmpora_ry political figures- ‘'so that in )

“this connzction we began to do .business, I bougtt various -photorraphs
. frow PORGFR, as for example those conceriing the first and. second world -

'-wax', and I also. gave him nhotne—raphq which I possossed to be: enlarped and o

-being and’ I made a_ numbet of payments to, PONGIR which although the . prices
., 'ware, s*aall, unted to 3 considerable sum, (On one occasmn ahnosb a:
’ thous:md schillim’s.) All these letters ‘from PONGER as wéll as copios of

copied, In thego, nepotmuons a rather 1arge correspondence . clime .mt,o

my letters to him aré available, -They begin on the 27th' of August. 21948
and end on the 7th of Octobor 1952 Late in December 1952 I .akso sent

) PONG[’R a New Year card s:mce he had sent me a card at Chrxstmas.

. "Except for these- purely profeosmnal (Nurnbcrg) and commercial (pub-g

. 11"]1111}" ‘and, photorraphy) matters PONGIR had -little other contact with me, = .
‘During the- timo: of- our acquaintance, that is begmning with his second.
~‘visit to Alt Aussce in late Spring 1948 until the end of 1952, I saw him ,

perhaps altorebher six or soven times, -of which three or four times woro.

" in AJh Aussee, orice in-Fuschl; -oncs in Bdd Ischl, and finally in Germany '

" where he.took ne along in-his. car, Howcver PONGER vas aoparently in Aussee

-+ on other oeedsions when he -did not.meet me, He usually came without telling. . -

: me-belore. ‘hand, When he. arrived he. usually. called: me by telephone,” Once R

. hig’wite.Vora: cane ‘along-and tifce his brotheérsinelaw VERBER: (that 18 on
' visive o o). and -also. his oldest  danghter came with him once or’ twico but
-1 nover gaw. hor. “Posgibly his mothor alse acconrpamod ‘him on thnse visits
bl of .tivks, T cannot: bo eertain, (Nutur,'xl]y it is pos.,ible that: ‘othor - "

poroonn; wore: also with him.) Usually he connactod his: Journey accordinp !

A»“_his own account wlth visits ‘of his. family, partieularly when: membors. of hls :
fanlly were having vacationg.in Westemn Auqtrta. Thus. thg PONGER family

made. a visit in.Summer 1951 to Bodendorf am Ossiachersee (care of Ebner) and‘
mado another visit in 1952 to Windischgarsten, Upper Austria, If Mrs. PONGER
did not stay with the children, then PONGFR'S mother remained behind, or at

'1mst 50 he told me on several occasions, It would thernfore appcar that
" PONGER came to Western Austria frequently and for extended periods, Concern=

inp the subjects of convcrsation Whlch occurred on the ocoasions mentloned

STl e
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abeve I have certain memories, On higs rirst visit, PON‘IR interested
himeself in the chief of Amt IV of the 13#/\, MUTLTLIFR, and most especially
for the Chief for Jowish matters, Adolf I"'CIMANN, Concerning FICIMANN,
he informed me ropeatedly that .l()]N'I"(o“tfo mo other international Jewish
ory; mvatlon) had placed a rewird on KICHMANN's hrad of #100,000 which

I wan supnogad to collect singe I cartainly knew where FICHHANN wag,
(ET2IGIANN had beon dn Ausaee-at the timo of the German collapse and had
100t his family horng) The particulay interost of PONGER in MT1CHMANN and

{n othor slmilar mattera, into which I will o latar, mada mo conelude
that PONUFR was actlvo lor the lsraeldl Inwlllmncn Service. or somo other
Tar ‘1011 of!xco. . Ihis s my e\planauon at.tho time' to myan]f of hts ’

frcquv‘nt visits to Aussec N for in Ausane at the timo Fraw EICHMANN: wag -
“ving under her maiden name,. LI.JBL, and T thought that PONGER was-
attonptinp to 10arn in .thig area the prasent hiding place of - FTCHMANN.
"Hc asked me in a- rather unsubtle fashien to take. -up”‘contadt with Frau LTEBL
_and in any case to’ ook around in her vicinity since he wads convinced that
-FICHFANN froquently returns to.visit his. family, : When I refused to have
anytlune to do with.this- matter, he dropped the subject until about a ,
vear apo when he told me. that Israsl now had definlte information that
FICIMANN was being lodged with the Grand Mufti in Epypt and asked whother
or not I mirht be able to estahlish a contact, This would be an important
t.hmp to do and would- be naid for from the 15100,000 which had becn set as.
a pricée on EICHUNMN'sS. head I was completely diffident in this matter

althourh 1 knew that FICHNWN was not. at the 'oime :ln Egypt, :

| mitted myself to talk at grea

S "Thls intnrest of PONPT‘R in EICWANN was- not the only sign which
bronnht me to-the conclus:Lon that PONGER. vas;: working for- the : Tsraal.i.
Infelllgence Service, - .He told me once; (about Angust 1951) that ha. knew
-a number -of ifmortant people who were mrking in Vienna for ‘the. Israeli
. Servica, among.them former members of the Américan Intelligénce Service, -
These persons were extremely interested in the Gendarmerie ajoﬁalentm
AI‘.R.‘L in Bad Aussee and wished to know whether I.kmew him, - that T
dld .and told them what I knaw about TARRA; that is that I. congidered him -
~a }tus~1an or at least a Communut agent, POW"ER also in this lconnect:.on
'was particularly interested iy the former Congressman Albrecht.\(:AIS\.'[Nx(LTR
and the Commuriist leader Sepp”PLIESFIS, . (Concerning these people I per=
Tehgth for about a year amo I wrqte an -
a.rt.icle in the Sr\iegel in which T discussed the Bolshevigt. infil ration
_ tactics of - this’ group.. --I:also discussed them in a book which will: appear
‘next in Fngland and the United Stat.es.) However, I never got the 1mpresaion
“that PONGER himself was interested in TARRA and in. the other two.people and
wmhcd to take up contact with them himself. - This. would be an- explanation -
“. oL the, rrequent trips PONGER 'made" to Ausgee-and. also.tha: tripa to. Ischl :
.rhore he also frequently visitéd. (PLIESEIS lived in Tschl) which PONGER = =% %
atplained to. ™ by stating that.he was making-a: photographic essay of the S
" Tschl porcelain. or-ceramics works, :Thus-if PONGER wais' ‘actually under - i
eontrol of the Russian Secrot Servlce .in bis dealings .with me, my: 1n.forma-' L
‘tion about these: three people would” have been only positive. The last
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‘However, PONOER never agked me about this man. and I was interested in him .

_: who allegedly . had a prosperous’ “vejetable buqiness, should suddenly take a‘
Job in a gypsun - works in Grundlsoe as a common laborer, - - _

“in-contact with him, . In the 'summer of 1951 wen PONGER visited me:-'in
«Au%ee he. told me. that he had Seen KRIE(‘HBAUM and” that KRIF’CI{BAUM would

" “be very happy to see me.apain,
~ ing to pmtocol, and say ‘that I:would he very. hapny to sea him ayain and’

PONGERTS that T lisve, but, whet;hr-r we actually met. on that day I no- longer '

“Funehl- whivre we -drank coffoe in a restaurant by the lako. “Fho convarsation -

_ '.convorﬂatlon d:

. ship with' T‘rich -"‘NI'J\YR was disapproved of. ‘I'was .able to- explain to-
' 'Mm.(‘imll\i that

"I was worl(ing fon

- sinde.
eated thnt o, wag complotelv satisfied with thic! aJth:mabion but! dtd ot

. “indieate- that’ lie had’ any definite plan corinacted with mo} - PONGER, on the
- othar harid, told me“on the- ‘return journey (he brought mé. as far .as '

two times that POMCZR visited in Avssoe, he did not sleep either in Alt
tussee or Bad Aussea but in Grundlsee, which he explained to me by saving
that he was making a photo study of a wood carver who wrked there, It
mizht be eventually inieresting in this comnection that since approximately
last summer a man has baen working in the gypsum works in Grundlsee who 1is
known as a leading functionary of the KPOe, although not publicly so known,
and who is reported to have had his training in Hussia, This man's name

is LINZCK (phonetic) and he lives in that part of Alt Aussee known as Vim,

only becauge I.have -the opinion that the-Russians are preparim7 the .Totes: :
Gebirge as a stron'-hold for partisan warfare, ‘1- have a number of indica~
tions of this, It ‘seems pecultar to me that the LTNECK meritioned above,

"Ot.hnwisc, PONGER d1d not indicate .any interest ‘to me in persons in
the Augsge area althouf'h he rrequent:lv agked about’Dr, - MAE, "I nevep spoke
of I\E but ‘always adviséd PONGER simply to visit him if he wished ini‘orma-
tion. ‘Whether PONG ER visited him or not I do not know, .

_ "Conccrning other persons, the only riame which came up: Has that of the .
formér Colorel of the Secret Field Police, KRIECHBAUM (8ic), .PONGER knew .
that I knew this man and.that I .also knew him during my. .confinement, - P
PONGER . had also. met K}ﬂE(‘FRAUM in Nurnborg and remained from that t.imu_ on

If1I wmhed PONGER ‘gaid he -could arrtmge .
a moeting, I ‘should’ write KRIEGHBAUM a letter since that would be . accord-- -
PONCER wonld then arranze a meeting betwoen us, KRIECIRAUM:- chose ag a .
date the 18th of Auimst, as well-as'I can reconstruct fromthe letter of

exactly rewember, - It was cnrtainly in the month of Auf'u.,t. - PONGFR brought
K TEC!BAIM (rom Kot chenhall to Salzburp and thero I also got into’ the- care
As-well ‘as U can remomber it waa KRIECHRATMY 5 cir, and wo then drove to - -

was_contined’ the oxeliange of reminisconcas and only at the ond of tho
KRTECNBAUM toll me-that in intolligence. ‘circles ‘my. fr'ionde- h
KFRNMATR' had indead béon a former ¢olloarue. :of mine. whcn
‘CIC in Austrid but that - since:that. timo we had separated
SRNMAYR w1s complctoly imposalhln in my opindong - KRIFCHPAIM - indi-

'it. ‘Gilgen) that:this. coriversation would have good results since KRIF‘CIIBMJM
was a leading man of the-Schneider firm (translator notes . Amt Gehlen), ‘

(1o had told me in-a communication dated 5 Auzust thal KRIECHBAUM would make ..

soma dofmibe pmpoqition to me at the meet,ing on the 18th of Awust, but

;l"‘.(.j‘.» Lo ) L ) A . -
: ;‘iv_‘\,'. Y :l" . : o . . . . Lo R



ha pever told we either in writing or later by words what he meant, I
¢ould only puess that it had something tc do with cooperation in the
Schneider firm, This activity as middle-man in 1951 and again a year

later brouzht me to the conjecture that PONGER mizht perhaps be a colleague
of tho Schneider group in Vienna with a mission from KRIECHRA'™M, who had
the reputation of being a first-rate specialist in Southeast matters, In
any cvent, I rever asked him about this and later observations brouzht me
to a differmnt conclusion, I guess that at that time and earlier PONGFR
was doing some sort of business with KRIECHBAUM concerning which I. wlll

write. more later,

~ VIn. Septomber 1052 PO‘I(: R v1.31t.ed me agam in Alt Aus-:ee. He.wag:
there. only ‘about an hour (that is at my house) on wluch occasion he agked
me whather I might: care to make a visit to.Germany with him and with. his
brothor-in-law in October. A proposition which he had first suggested a
year before this, (We had occasionally talked in such a way that I
indicated that I occazionally had business to do in. Germany but that I
had to pos stpone the trip because the German railroads were so oxpensive, -
_PONGER at.that time had suggested that I go with. him in his éar when he
went. to Germany, ‘“hether ho actually went to Germany in 1951 T cannot
remember,) PONGER also sugrested that it would .be very nice at this time
to speak again with, II{IF(‘HRAIM, .since now the question of a German Intelli-
" gence Serrice ‘was becoming acute and. un'ul the estahh'ahmcnt ‘of ; the German °
‘Intrlligence. Service I had. ‘helé my plans in. abeyance, .'I- had actuall" -on
«-everal pre\uous occarlons told .PCHAER: this after he had several timcs .
_urged . me to take up contdct with KRIECHRAUM. and. to placo -my. capabilities™
c.in- thp mtelllgence field at. the disposal of the Schnelder Lirm, - Oh this -
- accasion it would be possible for. us. therefore to ‘spedk.-to. KRIIsClmAUM -and-
“hn uwéuld arrange’ “the itinerary in.such:a way that it.fitted most .cone - ..
veniently my interests, He sug ested a meeting with KRICHBAUM in’ ]Q?IECH- .
npAtlits Tesidence. in Reichenhall on the weekend of the:1lth. W -12th: October
“but T refiised this since .I had somcthmg else. to do that, weekcnd On the ..
~ 13th of OCtobor, I travelled to Salzburg where Walter ‘TAUBFR fatched me
- from the train, POMOER had 1ntroducod me to LAUNTE several days beforo in
Ischl, At that tiwe T had been in Iachl and PCNGER had called my wife . in
A1t Auscece who told him that avcntm]ly he could find me.in the rail road
station restaurant, Heo came thore and I went outside with him briefly where ‘
_he introduced me to LAUPER in order that I would recognize him in the event”
‘that he -could-not personally pick me up in Salzburg. .-On'the 1,3th of Octobcr,
LAITTP.R came with his Volkswagon and drove me. to Reichenhall where' PO‘JfH'.P, had .
‘put ‘'up in the Hotel Deutches Haus'or Deutcher Hof, “PONUER had.already’ o
spoken with hRInCVﬂAUM but KRTI' CHBAUM Was no longer in: Reichenhall, havtng

.'."-arn.mved to mect’ us in Munich, We met KRIECHBAUM in the restaurant near the' §

‘ """BA'M indicated that’ the situation in ‘the. German . Intelligence Service was'

- .bus stop by the Hotel Schottashammel (afternoon of 13 October), The convors - .
i sation was:again purely theoretical ‘as it had been. a&.year béfore and. xnmcu-

atill completelv unclear, saying that the Americans. ‘naturally- would ne¥er:'
16t-a men like Nr, Schnoider (translator noto: ' Gehlen) bo dlsmissed. and
that this man would play an important role in tho futire, etc,. Nothing '
conerete was discussed at this meeting, KRIECHDAUM gave the impression of
beiny very sick and stated that for several morths he had been deuporately

RS PLETS, )
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111, Several dars bafore oy journey, I had learned throuch a eriminal
'Jdll(“" officer attached to the State Police in Salzbure by the pame of
AN ity not direetly hut throurh cut~outs, that Cnrt PONGEL was susnocted
“Tn ¥irnna of workin: for the Soviat Tniellipence Service, (it was in
| anothor connection lh-\t the name of POHERE had come up,) I had conso-
an~ntly passed to PHCFRER a written memorandum atating that I lnew a
cortawn tnrt POMGER and telling what I lmou about this man, This journey
with PON." % seemed therefore much more interesting, since I hoped Lo pat
the orrortunity to be able to make conclusions ahout PONGER, I had- the
fecatest doubt that l‘O‘JI.luh conldd be a tovint apent, since his entire *
activity during the past year, at laast-as far as I could see, dndicatad
“othevwrise,  The han had, heen a’ hnrtam '\'1th 055, was_then an o(licial :I.n
Murnher: vhere: in the last, dtages of tho trials ‘that parlor-pink note of.
- 190 5-h6 had onded amang: Amoricanu. He' thon got-the concessions of I'Jnerican
. awonclm in Austria and he hdd then arrnnnod that my: book, Die Goheime -
-Front, a work most offensive to Russia and to Communism which had been
'i‘aﬁwdr'cn in tho Soviet Zono and wh' ch_hdd been subject of hostile atten-
tion by various Soviet com: ands, s ‘showdd - apnear in Switzerland, .On. this
Journey, PCNiFR bohaved in a complételw unsuspiélous fashion, he' showed. no.
_intorest in what I waa doing, and we practically nevor saw each other. ’
aveept at certain meals, It was mlmlttndly wnusual that he should have:
‘semethine to discuss with KRIECHRAUM which he did not wish to speak of in
e proﬂenco, and he arr—'npr‘d with KNIFCIPAUM that he. could tclo"ranh from
“sonn point along the way to '\rrangc a fnu’tbor mcef,mg botwm.n the two. i
h'hether this .mecting. ocanrred I do not lnow, I travelled with PONGER and
LAUPER on. the 15th-of October to Nurnberg; I immediately ‘took’ theé train ‘on’ .
. to Dusgeldorf where I had business and; “thore. did not meet PONGER -and JAUBER . . -
.arain until the 18th of October: when’ T’ ‘mat,“them in- Bonn, ..When: t.hey arm.ved T
"~ I had. co-npleted a1l my business. ‘#nd’ con"equentlv ‘went: ahead’. by trainto - -
qtuttrart, wvhere on the 20th T niet’ PONCTR and 'VERRER araln. I arranrred for
‘them 40" visit the Porsche works,. since:they wished to mako- a phot;om'aphic, R
study -Cor the (hited States, and on’ the samo -day we went on to-Munich, where,,.._»'_" )
‘after ‘soending the nipght we proceeded to Aussne, PONGER ard TAURER intondodi_',,f -
. ta go-only az far as Salsburg-but 1 porsuaded them to bring mo to Aussoo and .
they, ¢pr‘nt the niypht in (.mndlaoe. On the following morning, they wished to . - -
try 1 make: aome plctures.of spawning fish (at that time the spawnriing: poriod
of a locnl fish was beginning), Since that time I have seen neither: PONGER o
" nor the others and have received no lettcrs w:.th the excoption of the N e

‘Chrivtmas card nantioned above.

: "Afber beconinr' aware of the a.rrest of PONC«ER and VERBER, T decidod to
infecrm- the office-of Nre Schnmder and-“hereby 'set down -as an a.ide membir ,
; inrom:\f,ion which substantiates my oral report.- This- material is to. be used
- -only with.my explicit permisaion-that A5, without my . speci!‘ic perm;Lssion E
© .1t éannet be ferwarded to .any office, (Translator notey When questioned
. ~on ‘this. statement;, HOETTT, - ‘admittad. that he-specifically. meant 4t cowld not:
" ba-forwarded to. an American office, -Ho: stated, “however, that his main
.. reason for tils wag to: éhgure: gecuri ty, ‘since he was not awdre of ‘the: extent _
L to, which disseminations were made: inside Gehlen's orranizatlon ‘ahd he actually
hoped to restrict dissemination:to Genaral Gehlen himself‘. nnd theraby to the ER—

rnally msponslbln Amorican. of‘ficer.)

|
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about OFCZAFEK in Austria’have.repeated:

"ﬂ'q,.-fmnn PONGER. had. asbommdinply mod infornwtion.

":thnt tiis had not

.1l

"Tn clesing I should like to set down several de'2ils of the whole

matter which mizht bte interestine in this or in some other connection,

In all ry convearsations with PONCER, as far as I can remember, the names
of fornzr intellijence prople never occurred with the exception of thosa
alr.ady me: ltLOnl‘d and two others which I wish to diseuss heroy  The first
is one\Nr TAREK who is said to emnloy the cover n\'-m\‘]_.)‘::l‘/\ TTRe I
montioned tln.{ name to PTG RS T bolieve, din T he . GonvaTsn xtmn dog= "
-cribed above b tween PON(.LR -KRIECHDAILY and myself on the 13th of Ostober
in: Jnlch (How the convnrsai inn came around to OFC'KAIU'K/S(AW_.I‘DR I no
lonrer remember,) I was astounded when suddenly PONGER uttered the name
QFCZALFK whom I, knew from my student days. As far as I can remember -on
~ this occasion PONER stated. that CIC. was very. angry with OFCZAREK because’
"-he continued. to work ajainst the agreement.that had been reacth betwcen '
~CIC in Austria and. nchneq.der Curiously enough, .on. the retu.rn journey
" from Munich we met OFCZAREK in his car at t.he ‘German Anstrian ‘border, I’

had.already [inished:my bu'})"\(“Sa with cust',oma while :PONCER and LAUbElf wore
" 5111 ensaced -in conversation concerning books on which. they- had to pay
_custems -and on which PONGEN did not wish to pay the’ dnty.. FON(IR. ¢ame out -
from the custons shod and made some statement that it was'nmot- pa,rticular]o'
'skillful ‘when somohody like OFGZAREX was. passed through the enstoms so
rapidly that any blind man could sce that the man had been accredited-
“officially in some manner to ‘the border pollce. Whether PONGER or LAUB[IR
had. spoken with OFCZAIK during the customs 1n..pocfion is rot known to me
“but T doubt it, -since otherwise’ Ol-‘CZAl\IuK wuld not have been. finished: so .
© quickly, I. aquo do_not know whether PONGER knows OFCZAREX: persona]ly. o
. .Concerning Dr. OFCZAREK, I should -like to state that exactly as.inthe.'
'case of Co]onel RIFC H‘MN any -suspicion. that he is. worlcihf' for.the - - .
ussians’ via PGHGER seems impossible. - (From chnr quarter‘s“-.st; h: rumora

~comeyto Ty attention,'?ﬂ\ese By
. ‘ori#inate with ‘his- acquaintance with Dr,)- Kurt’ .SSF'LY, who -al)egedly ia o
.active for the iussian or Humarian 1igench semce. Canerning this
" -.a pood-deal is -said but I perqonal.‘ly do not believe that.-OFCZAREK, -who had- . .
- employed. WESSELY-in hils intellipence. group- and alleg'edly still enp].oys him,

- knew- anything about WESSELY, . It. ¢auld possibly- be. explaihed- by a. certain
_pood-nature on the part of) FCSARFK as'in the case of (Dr) “¥NQLL, the son'

‘of his colleajue Prpfpssor Kurt «NOLL. .This. youngar KO s a Comunist -
“Unity Front Shop Stoward ih Voesbh and is reported to stmd 0 YZARFK ‘Anformae
tion through his father concernmg ‘this business; - The senior KNOLI. appears .
“to. be absoluteoly roliable but apparontly cannot for obvious ruaaons, T

- ssaparabe himsel!’ from- his son.) L

Lo "'“he seeond nome. uhich soema interesting in an', ' elligenco cOnnoction
485 .that of the farmer SB Gbersturmbahnfuchier Josel? LRAN._ Concemint' this

......

He tol.'_

of U(" ' A remnrk oi‘ P()N(‘m's made. d lonf; timn apo mado Av
at time thnt UliBAN also had connecti ons: wi.th the Iaraoli
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a L".Lca frOm thnm.,

ﬁOr’(.J’ “has’ o.lway‘a ‘geemed -to e ‘to; be the; prototype of ‘the”.very nat.:.oually-.
-‘minded Jaw, .

w12 - ‘

Int<1lirencé Service, The reason for these assumptions are no longer clear
to mo since I didn't have any intercst in URBAN, believing that he is not

a nan to be taken sencusly.

"Sgvaral points which possibly mayv also.be of interest I will also add
here, PONVIYs earlier address was Vienna .V, Schoenbrunnerstrasse L7, Later
ho ravo-me the address Vienna TV, Paulanergasse 7 as the location of the
firm of the Central Furopean Prnss and Literary Agency, Inc, UWhen I once
asked him how an American could live in a Soviet Bezirk, he explained to me
that there -both offices and apartments are cheaper by half than in the
YWeatern Sectors, and anything that he has to hide from the Russians. he’ would

" not-keep in.the Lth Bezirk, Later; in 1952, PONGFR told me -on-his own. ,_
'ixut..at:.ve ‘that an American officer, appa.rently the one who was' his superior

in the Officerst Reserve; summoned him to advise him to move out of ‘the
Soviet Bezirk, He allegedly gave this officer his argurents that the.

Soviet Bazirk was much. cheaper:- and convinced him saving that his brotherw
‘in=law -VERBER, for example ’ had taken years to find a decent dwelJ ing in a

Uostem scctor.

: "Another item, perh'ups not unmtorestmg, is the follow:.np. then I'

first met VERBER (1f I recolloet correctly I. have seen him altogother only
twice) he had'a completely swollen eye, Asked where he pgot it, he statod
that with PONGER he had photogrraphed strikin{' workers near the.Paulanerkirche’
and that both he and PON(.M\ had boen boatnn up and that someonc had sbolen

-

"FmalLv- a few char'lcreristics concerninp the persona]it:.es them eivdé.' e

Accord.lnp to a number of his. statements he’ felt himself much’”
more a“Jew than an “Amsrican,. For - 4his - mason, he’ was always loyal to the .
Gervans. and-always realistic about them: (sic)s  To me he was. always: pleasant
and humane without ever maklnc, an attempt to win my. favor by any kind of..
special attention, Thus -he never made any attcxrpt to ‘pay for- meals when - .-

-we :were together or-when he came on a visit did-he 'bring gifts: to my.

children, He was-always very reasonable in the prices: ‘that. he put on his
photegraphs but not so muoh so -that he gave up his profit,  He never tried
to pot’ infomation from me about anti~Russian a; sents, as would certain]y

o have heen expected if he had been working: for ‘the Rusgians. . That he never

~member of an. American.intelligence office who wished to build-a net against

‘Russia, .
& .good opportunity for a. double apent operation. ' '_I‘his circumstanoe mitigatea

1, r*ainnt Sug picion, that wnich supports suspicion I'l_ave set down above

attcmpted to recruit me for the Russians goes without saying ‘for he’ knew my

' ‘unqualified -anti=Communist’ ‘orientation, He could, on numorous occasions >

have ‘attempted. to approach me- obliquely, perhaps ‘for example as -an alloged

In. this I would probably: have believed hin and it would have been. .

upoN(.mls wii‘e, whom I saw only orice , impreased mo as ‘an;extraordinarily o

"clever and self=assured. porson.- I 'am trying to indicate that in-the marriage PRI
- she ig’ probably the dominant partner and if this is a matter of intelligonoe

wnrk, she may ‘also have been the dominant member there,

|
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~ "PON4FR in my opinion was always the passive partner, Presumably
also in sexual matters for she impressed wme as beins a voery hiphly=bred
and temperamental woman, whereas he appears to be the opposite,

"Concerning the brother VFRRFR I have only slirht impressions, He
reared to be very clever, obliping, but also practical, " If, for example,
p(\m"n. started on the subjnct of the pnrsocutw on of thn Jews in ‘conncotion
with his favorite hobhy horse LTCIMANN, VERBER would hush him up saying _
that a1l this did not appear to bo pnrhicul'\rly an' important problnm for T
me, - VISHBER - wnq nlqo rLlw'w very wit.ty nnd full of Jol(es. oo

"LAUI‘Lh impms«wd me as bcmp vory mqervnd and modnrato rathor than
* gyripathetie, . Ho: demonstrated. absolutely no political Intorest ond in his
presonca nobody could imapine Lhat ho could be a Soviet arent, His rolease
tends to support thils assumptior, Tt is naturn]ly vain to dovolop thoories
_whether and wly PONGRR and - VERREN. wore lussian agents and in any event (thae
“trial at.the heginning of Harch will clarify this situation, If it should.:
happen that the accusations are true, thon I am. convinced that Mrs,” PONGER
and her brother were the driving force and indoed not {rom ideolojzical
'rroun.lq but. for moncy, POMIER wan. 1deo]o~im1'ly not a Communist but
.rather an antieconservatdve,-that 1s a man in favor of the. lihnral, st,rongly
Jewish dimetion of Lha lloosevnlt ¥ra rathor than that of the - Unit,ed tatea :

’ot‘ today. S

"(mg can also ima;:ine that ' tnm entire espionape ‘case has bcan sot up-
in ccrttun Jowish circles in-order: ‘via the: trial to indigate how inniocent
‘these *new Americans" ( that ‘is ‘Jewg)-dre and. how they have been’ pnrsocutod. s
This. thcorv, howovor, is very far fetchad, albhough a man likr= POIGER . -

- . would be available for surh a job at. any time . and :\lqo posgegses the S
: ',nnccssmry od connccflons to internaiional Jewry, . .

"l\ll of these tv'xuns of t‘\ou«ht havo _becn sat dowu “hore in a complotely
unsystovnafic fashion and it is poosible ‘that some intemstmpr ‘detall has -
bean loft out in spite of my cudreling of. brains, I am ready. at any_ time to -
_ provide further information but must again request that this case remain- :
completely conridontial and not be ‘brought. into" gnne.ral use, At this point
I want to have it ngain clearly underctood that I have no suspicion myself
..apainst Colonel KRIGHRAUM or. Dr, OFGZAREK and that. these g\entlemen in my- .
-« opinion’ are cmp].etely ‘beyond: all- suspicion, .I. have. only spoken’of them
_because ds an old intelligence man I know that in .such a caga the most
. -unlikely dctail‘% can bo of interest and not 4in. any way %0 point suspicion: :
' in'aiy direction, It would.be most unpleasant: for mo-if any’ misunderatanding
."8hould arise. against the persons named -ar if indeed arw .mvestipation should\ =

' '."",be conducted."; : -

- U85 atter HAST o }{OETTL, 26 JanuarL 1952 “The 6:1;,}1}12;1'6{ o 1e£téi~ from
‘Baron Heinrlch MAST Yo HOETTL dated 26 January 1952 is in our possession. ‘The
follcvin" short parapraph pertalns to the PONGER case: ‘ ’ :




- m e

- " tinuns as 'if.the. report. were based sole]y .on’ an oral intervlew. E\'idently dm"tng" -
© this: in'r.emew, howevur, m’NnI"R asked ]IOF'PTL ‘to.prepare a- written raport .on ‘his
. connnctlons with PONGER and VERBER, for ‘among. tha: documents impoundad An HOETTL'8

“I am happy that my opinion concerning this case, which misht not be
_entir:ly clear, is shared by other persons, Whether the "dCPOoltlon" was
w21l chosan, I cannot in my position judge since I do not know the people
concernad, that is your contact man, I beliave that I would not myself
have givan 1t to the tall suy," (Translator note: The reference to the
contact man is probably to MANDL; the.reference to the t'lll man is ob.,cure
- bt may refer to a friend of l\r\fon BOPJ[H.) .

]

9. lotter IOETTL to MAST, 27 January 1953. In a letter, of which we
possass HulTTL's carbon ccpy, ¢ waed?’] Jamnry 19)3, HOL ’I‘TL dovo tns only a |
short nnranruph to the PON(.M caﬂo. :

“'I‘hr\ deno"l.tton in tha PON(.[-R ca':o to me- seomq qulto gocura. and Lol
natirally -t will not reach the-tall wan, - The. roleago of -tho third o
arrostoo mkns our vor sion ot‘ tha ca&;\ vtill nore . likely." :

10, Ioutor I‘ron HOI ‘J‘Tl'. fo Eli"'\hr\t,h I MNKE, 31 Junu'zry 1953. *\monr— the
latters in HOWFTL's possemsion whiah wers 1mpoundeﬂ two may rofer to the PONGER
casc, It should ba noted that F‘U\.lyl is the secretary of a former col‘Learuo and-
superior in thn SD of HOETTL, Willi WANEK, who now lives in Munich.and with whom.
IOE™TL, has~at- least cawal conuact. _ijho tone of this comspondence indicatos
that Y ‘(E is’ a presont or past, mistress of HOD'

"Thae addmsa of Kurt you prequmably found in a Munich d.irectory? It
i3 certainly Your #god friendt who was provj.ously in Munich for: some time
and- the. other x(urt smply lets you hear nothing- fron him? Have you: written
to him that T “hould myselt‘ like him to write as a favor? Perhaps it might

_shill wor‘c.“ .

The ot,hcr latrer from blizabeth Iv'RA‘\JKE is dated 2 October 1952 and therefore
was- apharontly- wrif,ton bafore WAETTL made his: trip to" Germany -with PONGER and

A his fnends. It. hns onc short pnrngraph whlch mny rofer to the PON(,EH{ case. '

"(‘urt P. I have 1uqt ‘asked ahout LIEBI{ART. ‘so far as can be rcmcmbored
I &lready once ‘bafore interviewnd him with nepative results, As you know) -
wo ‘once dobated this -quastion. before the: first.of the year, possibly already -
two, V\ars a,~o, and I remember that at one. time after that I ‘convergad with '
Curt P, The exact time was some “time dlstant in’ the past. -InAany,ca.s'e', .
Itn following up- this’ matter." — _ , L

T HORITLYS Yoport $6 RoLf B, RINGER of CIC, . According to Report: S-16996 |
CIC Q:117bm'pr dated 3 March 1953, Special | Apent kolf E RINCER. "interviewed sub= -
Joct in thé Gamiar languaté in Bad Aussee, Land Styria, Austria,” “RINGER cone -

Homg wag-a receipt dated. Bad Ausqee, 21 I‘obruary 1953, signnd Roli‘ E. RIN(‘FR',
"whtch mnds as rollows: o - , , _ S
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"k writton vepart of 12 papes length concerning his acquaintance with

Curt POUnEk, Otto VERBER, and Walter.LAURFR, reccived this date from
Pr. ¥ilhelm HOETTL, ALt Anasoe and certified herowith with signature,
Roll ¥, RTHOFR,"

Also arong the documents impounded in the house search is a carbon copy of a
1? pame T port wiich IOETL states is the one he pave to RINGER on 21 February,
R mpts r‘cnort S=16996 is essentially, based on the report handed him by HOETTL
and EORSTLYs report will consequently not be reproduced hore. The report -

parallels closely that givon to Import l\h\\IDL.

12, (‘onw-nbs. . From the corvespondence detailed above, it would appear that
HOE'™TL "130 unm.t.rlnp in his association with Curt PONGER: and ‘the Tophole complex.

Tt .should be notad, however, that the fact’ that all of ’r.hls correspondence was sq

easily accessible in. HOFTTL's house leads one - to suspee¢t that HOETTL intended us -
to ‘capture it.and frém this suspicion it is a short ‘step-to the suspicion that -
all or some cf: the corrcspondence .may have been fabricated for the purposc of -

‘wivinz us: documentary cvidence which appears to clear HOEfTL of suspicion:and that

other more incriminating correspondence has been destroved or hidden elsewhcre,

-The fact that also confiscated at the same time were numerous records of HOETTL's

¢l andestine activ:.ty which, as he points out, himself, establ:.shes his clear anti.-
Soviet record in espionaze, albeit detracting to a degree from his reputation as
a master in the trade, is consistent with the theory that the material was.
delibsrately left in his houses It is. mterestn.ng that norne of the. CIC reports
froa 1947 -and 1948 were to be found among HOETTL's material, although we very-
stron~ly. suspect that carbon eppies.of these reports exist, and ‘in séme cases,.
through an' azent of HCOEWTLYs ndmed Raimund STIU\N(‘L, we have at timo§ in the past .

_..anen carLon copica of reports wiiich he had in previous ;years, fiven to' €IC Linz, .
© “Tha-ahgorica of the matorial from 1947 .and. 1948.. sugpests that -HOETTL ‘possesses- - .

T Cghother cache of mat,orlnl, the. whcrcaboutw of 'which wo ‘do not lcnow. - It is also
-possible that other matorial, includmp compromismp ev:.dcnce, may. ‘have: bnen '-

dastroved in tlm interval botwaen the public announcement of  tho arrést of -
VFRRFR - and PCIGER and our npproach to HORTTL on 19 Fobruary, " It is hopoed .that:

:fur\,hm- intefrogation of HOETTL will throw some: light on tha. validity of the -
‘documerits discussed in this- memorandun,although as this roport is being dictated

the mterrowator.. do not. have hJ.gh hopes of . .rr.otting more out of HOE'TTL than haa
nlroady been gotten. ‘ . o L o
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